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MAIN FEATURES 

In December 1979 savings and trading banks approved a 
combined total of $226.8 million in loans to individuals 
for the construction and purchase of dwellings. This was 
$58.3 million less than in November 1979 and $1.6 
million less than in December 1978. 

In seasonally adjusted terms the total of such loans 
approved in December 1979 was $264.7 million, $20.8 
million less than in November 1979. 

Loans approved by savings and trading banks to 
individuals for the construction of dwellings totalled 
$43.6 million in December 1979, $12.2 million less than 
in November 1979 but $2.0 million more than in 
December 1978. 

During December 1979 savings and trading banks 
approved $161.4 million in loans to individuals for the 
purchase of established dwellings. This was $38.6 million 
less than in November 1979 and $1.1 million less than in 
December 1978. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
This publication presents statistics of secured 

finance provided by banks to individuals for the ' 
construction or purchase of dwellings, for owner 
occupation, and details of other selected items relating 
to the provision of housing finance. 

2. While the statistics are described as being for 
calendar months, it should be noted that: 

(i) for trading banks the data relate to the period 
ending on the second Wednesday of the month 
following the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. 

(ii) for savings banks the data relate to the period 
ending on either the last Monday (one bank), 
the ~ast Wednesday (seven banks) or the last day 
(five banks) of the month ~tated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. For December the 
data for the banks that normally balance on the 
last Wednesday relate to a 3 week period as the 

monthly 'balance date' for these banks was 
brought forward because of the Christmas 
holidays. 

Seasonal adjustment 
3. Details of the methods used in seasonally 
adjusting these series are given in Seasonally Adjusted 
Indicators (1308.0). 

4. Large fluctuations occurring in series as a result 
of irregular influences, such as interest rate changes, are 
not removed by seasonal adjustment. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in interpreting individual 
month-to-month movements. 

Scope 
5. For detailed information on the scope and 
coverage of these statistics and definitions of items refer 
to the July 1979 issue of this publication. 

6. This publication incorporates revisions made to 
previous statistics in this series. 

Related publications 
7. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which contain housing finance statistics 
directly comparable with those published in this 
publication and are available on request : 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia 
(5609.0) (monthly) 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation -
Permanent Building Societies, Australia (5610.0) 
(monthly). 

8. All current publications produced by the ABS 
are listed in the Catalogue of Publications (1101.0) 
which is available free of charge from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
n.a. not available 

nil, or less than half the final digit shown 
Dwgs number of dwelling units. 

9 . Where figltres have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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TABL.E 1 .. SAVINGS BliNKS .. L.OANS APPROveD TO INDIVIDUALS 

PURCHASE or PURCHASE oF' AL TERH IONS CONSTRue TI ON NEI~LY ERECTED ESTABI.ISHeO AND ADDITIONS 
or DWELLINGS OWELLINGS OWEL~INQS TOTAL TO D~!EL.L I NGS 

DWGS SOOO DH~S $OUO DWCiS $000 DWGS $OOU SOOO 

AUSTRAL.IA 

~ 1978 
NOVEMBER 1,727 39,;48U 1,060 24,579 7.557 172,155 10,344 236,214 8,617 
r.lECEMBER 1,365 31,764 860 19,797 5,662 127,620 7,887 119,181 6,424 

1979 
JANUARY 1,625 38,106 993 23,370 7,139 l65,029 9,757 226,505 8,21~ 
fEBRUARY 1/500 35/27 9 980 23,246 6.852 158 ,521 9,332 217,0 46 8,152 
'1ARCH 1,639 38,305 1,023 22,993 6,894 157,862 9,556 219,160 9,248 

APR!L 1,492 34,890 846 19,213 5.943 135,1i56 8,281 189,239 7,362 
~lA Y 2,122 49,599 1.097 25,195 7.622 173,472 10,841 248,266 9,236 
JUNE 1,963 46,763 970 22,609 6,61 0 152,867 9,543 222,239 8,782 

JULY 2,007 46,462 965 22,947 6,255 l44,358 9,221 215,767 8.148 
AUGUST 2,037 50,058 1,151 27,047 7.010 165,479 10,198 242,584 8,97Q 
<;EpTEM'lER 1,824 44,492 940 23,460 6,773 150,120 9,537 218, on 7,033 

OCTOBEQ 1,992 47,951 1,078 26,055 7,070 166,473 10,14(1 240,479 8.776 NOVI':iM8ER 1,763 43,4 9U 9S8 23,81 4 6,585 156 ,311 9,336 223,615 8,923 
DECEMBER 1,421 34,296 762 17,598 5,:560 127,490 7,543 179,384 6,330 

STATES .. DECEMClER 1979 

HOUSES 

N. S. W. 419 10,167 132 3,606 1,360 35,725 1,911 49,4 98 
VIC. 407 10,795 296 6,510 1.937 46.273 2,640 63,B7B 
OLD 229 4,733 136 2,944 !:l66 11,607 953 19,284 
S. A, 122 3,142 52 1,221 530 12,101 704 16,464 
WlA. 169 3,761 32 630 364 8,0 90 565 12,481 (NA) 
T S. 47 1,102 14 286 14\5 3,170 206 4,5'8 
N. T, 7 126 2 50 17 414 26 590 
A.C.T. 13 377 31 632 75 1,,95 119 2, 80 4 

TOTAL, 1,413 34,203 695 15,879 5,016 119,175 1,124 169,251 

OTHER OWEl,.LINIlS 

N.S.rI. 1 5 29 791 203 5,530 233 6,326 
VIC, 6 191 67 1,267 73 1, 45s 
OLD 3 61 8 204 2U 40' ;51 670 
S. A. 4 27 7 174 32 649 43 850 
w. A I a 1.68 20 431 28 599 INA) 
TAS, 2 42 1 18 :5 60 
N.T, ... • .. 
A.e,T. 7 149 1 15 8 164 

TOTAL, 8 93 67 1,719 344 8,3:1.5 419 10,127 

TOTAL 

N,S,W, 420 10,172 161 4,397 1,563 41,255 2,144 55,824 1,473 

~ 
VIC, 407 10,795 302 6,701 2,004 47,'40 2,713 65,036 3;572 
OL.D 23~ 4,794 144 3,148 608 12,012 984 19,954 241 
S.At 126 3,169 69 1,395 562 12,750 741 17,:514 263 
W.A t 169 3,761 40 798 364 8,521 593 13,080 58'1 
TAS t 47 1,102 16 328 146 3,188 209 4 618 132 , N,T. 7 126 

3~ 
50 17 414 26 '590 .. 

A. C, T. 13 377 781 76 1,B10 12'7 2,968 62 

TOTA~ 1,421 34,296 762 17,598 5,360 3,n,49O 7,543 1'19,;:5(14 6.330 
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TABL.E 2 ~ TRADING BANKS. L.OANS APPRoveD TO INDIVIDUAL.S 

PlJRCHASe OF' PURCHASE oF' ALTERATiONS 
CONSTRUCT! ON NEWl.Y f:1RECTED ESTABI.ISHED ANn ADD I TI ONS 
OF' DWEl.LINGS DWELl.INGS OW~L.I.INGS TOTAL TO DwELL!NGS 

~ 
DwGS $000 DWGS sooo OW(~ S Sooo DwGS sooo sooo 

AUSTRAL.IA 

19 78 
NOVEMBER 806 15,017 536 9,999 2.934 53.340 4,216 76,356 18,965 
DECEI1BER 508 9,789 280 4,657 2.021 34,796 2,80 9 49,242 10,724 

1979 
JANUARY 861 15,937 531 11,155 3,005 56,443 4,39' 83,535 16,018 
F'E8RUARY 713 13,697 434 9,OBO 2.801 54,162 3,948 76,939 15,662 
!-l ARCH 77f1 14,146 428 6,861 2,613 48,216 3,811 71,223 15,911 

APRIL. 726 13,962 346 6,195 2.316 43,976 3,448 64.133 14. 767 
MAY 895 16,981 4'12 R,937 2.906 52.351 4,213 78.269 1a,9n 
JUNE 721 14,274 336 6,745 2,163 38,991 3,240 60,016 14.317 

JULY 758 14,751 364 7,439 2.243 41,797 3,365 63,98'1 14,632 
AUGUST 910 18,422 428 7,965 2.956 56,304 4,294 82,711 19,214 
sEpTEMBER 747 13,633 362 6;731 2.318 43,367 3,42' 63,731 16.548 

OCTOBE~ 1,011 18,299 458 9,069 3,048 56,110 4,517 83 . 47 8 22,854 
"J OVEMB R 704 12,313 311 5,563 2,451 43,613 3,466 61 .46 9 18.127 
DECEMBER 509 9,262 243 4,302 1,684 33,866 2,636 47,430 11,717 

STATES .. DECEMBER 1979 

HoUSeS 

N. S, I~. 204 4,112 66 968 755 14,255 1,025 19,35~ 
V I C, 72 1,057 41 602 346 5,786 459 ,,445 
OL.D 88 1,302 32 391 276 4,322 396 6,015 
S. A, 63 1,592 62 1,569 150 2,849 2" 6,030 

W1. A• 62 925 13 123 140 2,526 215 3,574 INA) 
T S. 6 91 6 132 27 528 39 7'1 
N.T. 1 1° 1 25 3 71 !5 1°6 
A. C. T. 2 8 4 49 23 398 29 455 

TOTAL 498 9,097 225 3,899 1.720 30,735 2,443 43,731 

OTHER DWEU.JNGS 

~ 
N. S. w. 4 71 7 119 99 1,986 110 2,176 
V Ie. 2 8 1 10 17 309 20 327 
QLD 2 31 6 165 30 !542 38 ,36 
S. A, 1 11 1 27 9 161 11 199 
W.A, 3 82 5 '9 8 161 eNA) 
TAS, 1 14 4 54 , 68 
N, T. ... .. • .. 
A.C.T. 1 30 ... ... 1 30 

TOTAL, 11 165 18 403 164 3,131 193 3,699 

TOTAL, 

~ N, S. W. 208 4,183 73 1,107 854 16,241 1,135 21,531 ,.382 
VIC, 74 1,065 42 612 363 6,095' 419 7.772 2,638 
OL.D 90 1,333 38 556 306 4,864 434 6,7~3 1.145 
S.A, 64 1,603 63 1,616 159 3,010 286 6,229 808 

r W. A, 62 925 16 205 145 2.605 223 3,735 1,330 
TAS. 7 105 6 132 31 582 44 819 214 
N. T, 1 10 1 25 3 71 5 106 '18 
A. C. T, 3 38 4 49 23 398. 3D 46S 122 

TOTAL. 509 9,262 243 4,302 1.8e4 33,666 2,636 47,430 110 '17 
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